We’re Glad You Asked . . . 

Most of us at Northwest have never been involved in a design process like the one we are currently undergoing.  Members of the capital campaign committee have had questions about how this all works, so we thought others in the congregation might have some of the same questions. Here are some of the things we wanted to know:

Just what is a master plan?

The master plan is the architect’s concept of what we have said we want our new space to be.  It provides us with information about how much space we need to meet our goals (e.g., more seating in the worship space, additional classrooms) and shows how the different spaces relate to each other.  It helps us visualize what the finished building might look like and think realistically about how we will use the new spaces.

When we approve the master plan, is that the end of the design process?

The master plan is the first step in designing our new space.  The plans will be revised several times in the design process, with input from the design team, before the architect prepares the construction drawings and specifications.  

The timeline shows the possibility of selecting a different architect later this fall.  Doesn’t that mean we’ll have to start at the beginning?

No.  The master plan will be detailed enough so a new architect, if we select one, will be able to pick up where the prior one left off with minimum delay and expense.  Our goal is to select the best architect to complete our building expansion.

Who is on the design team and what is their role?

Bud Felton, Jim Gobeski, Paul Janus and Beata Lamparski are design team members.  Their role in the preliminary design and design phases is to revise with the original master plan working with Robert Allen Associates, select the best architect for the final design, work with the that architect in developing the final design and present a recommendation to the Board and congregation.

How do we know we can get the building we want for the amount of money we can raise and borrow?

We’ve told the architect the maximum amount we can afford to spend.  The budget will drive decisions about the amount of new space, the kinds of materials to be used and the level of finish detail.

I’ve heard some talk about a “green” or environmentally friendly building.  How do we accomplish that?

The architects we are considering are all aware of our interest in an environmentally responsible, healthy space, and know that is an integral part of what we want to do.  The specific materials and methods for achieving a “green building” will be driven by cost and design considerations.  Being environmentally responsible is important to us not only because it reflects our UU values, but also because it will keep operating costs down.

How did we decide what mortgage the church could afford?


The Finance Committee did an analysis of current and anticipated revenue and expenses, and developed a recommended range of $450,000 to $550,000 based on the amount we will be able to afford to pay on a monthly basis.  Members of the committee are meeting with several banks preparatory to applying for a mortgage.  The size of the actual mortgage will depend upon how much money we raise through our capital campaign.  A more successful campaign means a smaller mortgage.

